CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 9TH MAY 2002. 

Present:  
Bill Withall 
:   Chairman


Diane Merritt



David Brown               



W Shaw 



Amanda Holroyd



Jonathan Sykes 










David Clark  :  Parish Clerk

ITEM 1 : ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR
1.1
The Chairman called for nominations for Chair.  D Brown proposed re-election of W Withall, seconded by A Holroyd: this was carried unanimously.  The Chairman then proposed J Gale as Vice-Chairman and this was carried unanimously.

ITEM 2 : APOLOGIES

2.1
Cllr D Lay WCC (holiday): Cllr P Veasey KDC (indisposed):  Cllr J Gale (holiday)

ITEM 3 :  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

3.1
J Sykes re-declared his interest in Item 8. 

ITEM 4 : APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

4.1
The minutes of the meeting on 21st March 2002 were approved.  Proposed by W Shaw, seconded by D Brown.

ITEM 5 : MATTERS ARISING  
5.1
ROAD MAINTENANCE  The Chair advised that work was scheduled for the 'Cadley Road' in July.    The Clerk was then tasked to establish when the road verges would  be cut.  Action: Clerk. 

5.2
TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDERS
The Clerk confirmed that a response to the 12 February 02 letter sent to P Gerrard was still outstanding - apparently on the assumption that this had been overtaken by developments on the proposed upgrade of Bridleway 3.  He was directed to write further indicating that this was not so and requiring a response.     Action :  Clerk

5.3
In the context of safety on BOATS,  J Sykes raised the issue of the Swindon & District Motor Cycle Club Rally on 5 May.  Quite aside from the unusual and exceptional nature of the level of traffic, there were major safety concerns which the system for approval did not seem to address.   It was agreed that this should be followed up.

5.4
FLAGPOLE/ FLAG INSURANCE & PLAQUE   A Holroyd  advised that the new Parish Guard Policy with the Ecclesiastical Insurance Group had been confirmed to cover this liability - and without any additional premium.  It was agreed therefore that no further action was required.    D Brown then confirmed that the deteriorated plaque lettering had been remedied by an 'anonymous benefactor'. 

ITEM 6  :  NEW MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT

6.1
The Chairman gave a resume' of the Standards Board briefing held in Devizes on 22nd April.  He summarised by indicating that there was concern over the intrusiveness of the new system but that overall this Council seemed to have been properly briefed.  There was some uncertainty over matters such as the role of the District Standards Committee and Monitoring Officer, but advice would be provided as soon as it was made available.  

6.2
The Clerk then read an extract from the Monitoring Officer's letter of 3rd May explaining the need to amend paragraphs 12d, 12f and 12h of the (new) Code of Conduct.  It was agreed that Members were already aware of the correction required and the amendment to the Chute Code of Conduct was unanimously accepted.  The Clerk then distributed amended copies and advised that the previous personal copies be destroyed.

ITEM  7:  RACE RELATION (AMENDMENT) ACT 2000

7.1
The Chairman established that all Members had received and read the papers provide by the Race Relations Board.  He then proposed that the 'General Duty' placed on Parish Councils by those Acts should be formally adopted.  This was unanimously agreed.   It was also agreed that, to ensure the Council did not lose sight of this duty, the wording set out in the Agenda should be taken into Standing Orders at the next revision.

ITEM  8:  CLAIM TO UPGRADE OF BRIDLEWAY 3 TO A 'B.O.A.T.'
8.1
The Clerk read the response to the P C letter of 25 March 02 received from Cllr Bryant WCC dated 'March 2002.    He then read the response sent by the Chairman dated 23rd April 2002: this was unanimously agreed to represent the PC position.   The Clerk was directed to circulate both letters.    Action : Clerk
8.2
The Chairman advised that  P Gerrard of WCC had provided a copy of the outline paper which he had used recently to brief WCC Members entitled ' The Future -  or Rights With Responsibilities'.   He had also advised the Clerk that he was willing to come and address the Council on the subject. It was agreed that this offer should be accepted.  The Clerk would be advised of a suitable date for an ad-hoc meeting:  in the meantime the outline paper should be circulated.     Action : Clerk   

8.3
The Clerk advised that the 'alleged historical evidence' in support of the claim to upgrade the footpath/bridleway route had been received from P Gerrard WCC that day. This was put on circulated immediately.  

ITEM 9:  YEAR 2003 - DATE OF ANNUAL PARISH & COUNCIL MEETINGS

9.1
It was agreed that the Annual Parish Meeting would be held on 3rd April 2003 :  the Annual Parish Council Meeting would be held on 15th May 2003.  

ITEM 10  :  FINANCE
10.1
The significant increase in the insurance premium prompted debate. It was decided that, given the experience of Cornhill Insurance PLC and the fact that the increase was caused by effects felt throughout the insurance industry, the premium should be accepted. Arrangements should be made to seek competitive quotes for the year beginning June 2003.      Action : Clerk

10.2
The payments proposed in the Agenda were then approved : proposed by W Shaw, seconded by J Sykes.

ITEM 11  :  COMMUNITY AREA FORUM
11.1
The Chairman noted the importance of a voice in a forum which will involve Cllrs from three tiers of local government.  D Brown was agreed as the Council representative and will report after the initial meeting on 10th June 2002.  Action : D Brown 

ITEM 12  :  PLAYING FIELDS COMMITTEE REPORT
12.1
The report as at 4 April 2002, circulated with the Agenda,  was noted.  The Clerk was instructed to write to the Committee expressing the thanks of the PC and seeking advice of when the 2001/02 Accounts would be available to Chute and Chute Forest Parish Councils.  Also to propose Clive Hamblin as the new Chute PC member.  Action : Clerk
ITEM 13  :  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
13.1
LETTER FROM MP - POSSIBLE THREAT TO PARISH COUNCILS.  The Clerk read a letter he had received from Rt Hon M Ancram, dated 2 April 02, and a summary of the line taken in the reply which, with the agreement of the Chairman, he had sent on 24 April 02.   This was accepted as an appropriate response :  it was agreed that the correspondence should now be circulated.     Action : Clerk
13.2
EMERGENCY PLANNING.   The Clerk advised that Chute Forest PC had suggested the creation of a 'Joint Emergency Plan'.  The Chairman was not opposed but wished advice on the scope and parameters of such a plan.  The Clerk advised that the WCC Emergency Planning Unit had been approached - supported the proposal - and had   provided an outline format.  It was agreed that this should be circulated and the matter considered at a later meeting.  The Clerk to advise CFPC.    Action : Clerk  

13.3
PRESENTATIONS.   It was agreed that presentations by the WCC Trading Standards and  KDC Sustainability Team should be put on hold until the timing of the RofW presentation had been clarified and the calendar cleared.

13.4
DAMAGE TO UPPER CHUTE BUS SHELTER .  The recent damage had caused considerable anger in the community.  After some discussion it was agreed that the root cause was probably 'boredom' due to lack of facilities for the relatively large number of children in Upper Chute - a solution was not easy to find.     The Chairman would write in the Chronicle and W Shaw would be in touch with PC Davies.  John Turner had been asked for an estimate to repair.  Action : W Withall and W Shaw.

13.5
J Sykes reported that Shaftesbury Housing Assn had raised a charge of £200 across it's tenants in Tibbs Meadow for planting the three new trees along the southern boundary. Several had approached Cllrs to protest. Whilst not a large charge and it's application an issue for the Company,  in the seeming absence of a tenants committee,  it was agreed that a tactful letter might be sent on their behalf .   The Clerk was asked to consider the best approach. Action : Clerk

13.6
The Chair reminded all present that the next meeting was scheduled for 20 June 2002 and, there being no further business, closed the Meeting.
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